Press Release

Bruce Museum Receives Grant for Preservation
and Restoration of Historic Educational Films
The $18,290 grant from the National Film Preservation Foundation
will be used to restore four 16 mm films by Curator Paul Griswold Howes
GREENWICH, CT, August 20, 2019 – The Bruce Museum is pleased to announce that it has
received a grant for $18,290 from the National Film Preservation Foundation. The funding will
be used for the preservation and restoration of four 16 mm films from its collection created by
the Bruce Museum’s former curator, Paul Griswold Howes (1892-1984).
Produced in the 1940s and 1950s, these films were central to the educational mission of the
Museum for decades, says Timothy J. Walsh, Collections Manager. The films, ranging in length
from 10 to 25 minutes, were shown at the Museum to generations of local students and special
groups. They include:





Canyons in the Making (circa 1948-50). A 10-minute long color film with sound that
uses the Grand Canyon to teach the story of geologic processes.
Let the Birds Tell it All (1957-1958). A 25-minute long color film with sound in which
many familiar species explain life from their point of view.
Four Seasons Part II, Winter (Undated). A silent, black-and-white film, presumably
part of a series chronicling seasonal variations.
Observing as You Go. (1957). A 25-minute long color film with sound on keeping
your eyes open to the endless interesting things that are all around you.

“These films represent a wonderful historical view of educational storytelling before natural
history was eclipsed by more science-based teaching,” says Walsh. “In addition, these films
represent point-in-time snapshots of numerous localities, which offer unique views through a
historical perspective.”
Once restored and digitized, the films will be shown publicly and then stored for posterity in the
Museum’s collection.
“These are one-of-a-kind artifacts, which is one reason why the NFPF agreed that it was
important to preserve them. It’s a critical project for the Museum, as the films also add a
substantial amount of unrepresented material to the archive of Paul Howes’ productive life,”
says Walsh.
A native of Stamford, CT, Howes was one of the leading naturalists of his day. In 1918, Howes
was commissioned by Dr. Edward F. Bigelow, the Museum’s first curator, to build the
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collections. Howes spent nearly 48 years at the Bruce, creating exhibits, collecting specimens,
traveling widely, and teaching visitors about the wonders of the natural world. In addition to his
cinematic endeavors, Howes authored eight books and dozens of popular and scientific articles.
Along with these four films to be preserved, Walsh adds, the Museum collection includes four
additional films by Howes, as well as 16 magnetic reel-to-reel audio tapes that also will be
preserved and digitized when funding is secured.
The NFPF is an independent, nonprofit organization created by the U.S. Congress that helps
archives, historical societies, libraries, museums, and universities preserve and make available
American films that are not likely to survive without public support.
Bruce Museum Managing Director, Suzanne Lio, commented, “Tim Walsh is to be commended
for his diligence in conserving and caring for all of the Museum’s collections, these films in
particular. This NFPF grant award is testament to the value of these films, and we can’t wait to
show them to our members, some of whom may remember them from original screenings!”
####
About the Bruce Museum
The Bruce Museum is a community-based, world-class institution highlighting art and science in more
than a dozen changing exhibitions annually. The permanent galleries feature the natural sciences that
encompass regional to global perspectives. Accredited by the American Alliance of Museums and voted
the best museum in Fairfield County by area media in recent years, the Bruce plays an integral role in the
cultural life of area residents and attracts approximately 70,000 visitors annually, including 24,000
schoolchildren, reaching out to families, seniors, students, and community organizations. Located in a
park setting just off I-95, exit 3, at 1 Museum Drive in Greenwich, Connecticut, the Museum is also a 5minute walk from the Metro-North Greenwich Station. The Bruce Museum is open Tuesday through
Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm; closed Mondays and major holidays. For additional information, call the
Bruce Museum at 203-869-0376 or visit brucemuseum.org.
Media Contact: Scott Smith, Director of Marketing and Communications, 203-413-6735 or
ssmith@brucemuseum.org.
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